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BROTHERSWHO SAW THE

"FLYING SAUCER" FIRST

Eric(left)and Ron Webb,

two poultry farmers, were the
firstto draw the Mundijong

townspeople'sattention to

the
"saucer."

Guess What—Star,

SaucerOr Spots?
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Flying-saucer fever gripped Mundijongyesterday

when a strangeobjectwas seen hoveringabovethe
town at 10.45a.m.

All eyes were turnedsky-
wards,telephonewires hum-
med, the R.A.A.F. was called

in and Pressmensped to the
scene.

The luminousspot, which was
judgedto be between30,000ft,

and 48,000ft, from the earth,
was describedas a meteorologi-

cal balloon."Heaven knows

what," a piece of paper, spots
beforethe eyes,a

hovering
fly-

ing saucerand evena star.

In fact it was a planet-

Venus-now 70,000,000 miles

from the earth.

At 10.45a.m. Eric Webb (22)
and his brotherRon (20) were
watchinga jet planeflyingover
Mundijong.

As is
disappeared,

its place
was takenby the bright white

sphere.
After confirmation from a

neighbour that she too could

see the objectthey drovehalf
a mile to the townshipwhere
they reported it to the post
master, Mr. N. Feast.

Crowds Gather
News of the sightingspread

quickly and crowds gathered

in the main street,fingers
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pointed and necks craned.

Some observers,whose necks
grewstiff,lay on theirbacksto
watch the object.

Interest mountedas the
R.A.A.F.reportedthat the
plane had droppedno object

over the town nor were there

any balloonsfloatingfree.
At lunch time

schoolchildren

joinedin the game of guess

what and added their versatile

imaginations, coloured with
spacemen,to the main topicof
conversation.

A suddenend came to the
speculationand game of guess

whatwhenat 4 p.m.Mr. Feast

was notifiedby the R.A.A.F.

station, Pearce,that the vision
was Venus.

BrightestBody
The Government Astronomer

(Mr.H. S. Spigl)said
yesterday

afternoon that Venus was the
brightest celestial object with

the exceptionof the sun and

the moon.

It was now
approaching

its
greatest brilliancy

for its posi-
tion east of the sun.

Until mid-OctoberVenus
would continue to get brighter

afterwhichit wouldrapidly
move and appear closer to the
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sun at sunset.

In mid-November it would

passintothe morningsky.
Very clear atmosphereand

the absenceof cloudhad also
combined to make the planet

more clearlyvisiblethan usual.
It had beenseenall lastweek

from Mullewa.

At present it couldbe seen
clearly about8 p.m.at an alti-

tudeof 45 degrees in a direc-

tion 20 degreesnorthof west.


